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Source 1: Excerpts from "12.-Grant-Herring.pdf" 
I. Introduction This section introduces Grant Herring’s background as a former representative 
of the Salvation Army and his continued interest in justice and corrections in Tasmania, 
particularly restorative practices. 

II. Critique of Punitive Justice Herring argues that a purely punitive approach to justice has 
historically failed and proposes that a shift towards focusing on the health and well-being of 
both perpetrators and victims of crime would be more beneficial for the Tasmanian community. 

III. Justice Reinvestment: A Path Forward This section defines Justice Reinvestment, 
emphasizing its use of data to identify and address the root causes of crime in disadvantaged 
communities through targeted funding and place-based initiatives. 

IV. Benefits of Justice Reinvestment Herring outlines ten key benefits of Justice Reinvestment 
gleaned from Just Reinvest NSW, highlighting its potential to create safer communities, reduce 
crime, and improve cost-effectiveness within the justice system. 

V. Supporting Evidence and Recommendations This section cites reports from The Salvation 
Army, the Tasmanian Commissioner for Children, and Just Reinvest NSW to support the 
implementation of a Justice Reinvestment Framework in Tasmania, particularly for youth 
justice. 

Source 2: Excerpts from "17.-Prisoners-Legal-Service-Tasmania.pdf" 
I. Concerns Regarding Parole Violations This section raises concerns about the Tasmanian 
community corrections system's handling of parole breaches, arguing that minor infractions 
often lead to unnecessary reincarceration. 

II. The Scandinavian Prison Model: A Case for Reform This section presents the Scandinavian 
prison model as a viable alternative to the current system in Tasmania. It emphasizes the 
model's focus on rehabilitation, humane treatment, and reintegration, resulting in lower 
recidivism rates. 

III. Applicability of the Scandinavian Model to Tasmania This section refutes claims of the 
Scandinavian model's cultural specificity, arguing that similar successful approaches have 
been implemented in North Dakota, suggesting its potential applicability to the Tasmanian 
context. 

Source 3: Excerpts from "19-Speech-Pathology-Australia.pdf" 
I. The Importance of Speech, Language, and Communication Needs (SLCN) This section 
introduces the significance of addressing SLCN within the justice system. It emphasizes that 
these needs often go unnoticed, leading to negative consequences for individuals and the 
community. 

II. Benefits of Speech Pathology Services This section highlights the positive impacts of 
incorporating speech pathology services within the justice system. It advocates for 
comprehensive assessments, interventions, and staff training to support individuals with SLCN. 



III. Literature Review: SLCN and Offending This section delves into existing research exploring 
the connection between SLCN and offending behavior. It examines studies that demonstrate 
the increased risk of criminal activity among individuals with SLCN. 

IV. Methodology and Data Analysis This section outlines the research methods employed to 
investigate the link between SLCN and offending, including participant demographics, 
assessment tools, and statistical analyses used. 

V. Economic Evaluation This section analyzes the economic implications of addressing SLCN 
within the justice system. It utilizes decision analytic modeling to compare the costs and 
benefits of interventions for individuals with SLCN. 

VI. Appendices: Detailed Data and Findings The appendices provide comprehensive data 
tables, further analyses of the research cohort, and a breakdown of cost calculations related to 
the economic evaluation of SLCN interventions. 

Source 4: Excerpts from "20.-Andrew-Wilkie-MP.pdf" 
This source is a cover letter from Andrew Wilkie MP, submitting an anonymous account from a 
member of the public to the Inquiry into Tasmanian Adult Imprisonment and Youth Detention 
Matters. It does not include any specific content related to the inquiry itself. 

Source 5: Excerpts from "22.-Ian-Wilkinson.pdf" 

I. Lack of Access to Prison Programs This section criticizes the limited access to rehabilitative 
programs within the Risdon Prison complex. It argues that inconsistent program access hinders 
inmates' ability to address their criminogenic needs. 

II. Case Study: Successful Reintegration through Support Services This section presents a 
case study highlighting the positive impact of support services like Beyond the Barbed Wire and 
Common Ground in assisting an inmate’s successful reintegration into the community upon 
parole. 

Source 6: Excerpts from "23.-Ivan-Dean-AM,-APM.pdf" 
I. Focus on Youth Detention This section clarifies that the submission specifically addresses 
youth detention matters, focusing on the Ashley Youth Detention Centre (AYDC). 

II. Concerns Regarding AYDC This section outlines various concerns about AYDC, including 
inadequate living conditions, staff shortages, and ineffective therapeutic approaches. It 
criticizes the prevalent “therapeutic justice” model as permissive and lacking accountability. 

III. Prevalence of Problematic Behaviors This section describes disturbing behaviors observed 
at AYDC, particularly highlighting frequent sexualized behaviors among residents and towards 
staff. It calls into question the effectiveness of current interventions and the overall 
management of AYDC. 

Source 7: Excerpts from "27-Tasmanian-Government.pdf" 
I. Overview of Tasmanian Corrections This section offers a general overview of the Tasmanian 
Corrections system, placing it within a national and international context. It outlines the guiding 
principles of the Corrections Act 1997 and the system's five correctional facilities. 



II. Factors Influencing Inmate Population Growth This section analyzes the rising inmate 
population in Tasmania, highlighting key factors contributing to this trend, including remand 
rates, recidivism, and prior imprisonment history. It presents statistical data on inmate 
demographics and offense categories. 

III. Imprisonment Rates and Comparisons This section compares Tasmania's imprisonment 
rates to other Australian states and countries worldwide, contextualizing its position relative to 
other jurisdictions. It delves into the impact of remand on inmate population growth and 
explores the specific case of female inmates. 

IV. Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Incarceration This section examines the over-
representation of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander individuals within the Tasmanian prison 
system. It analyzes statistical trends and explores the factors driving this disparity. 

V. Family Violence and Imprisonment This section explores the link between family violence 
and increasing incarceration rates, attributing this trend to changing societal attitudes and 
stricter legal responses to family violence incidents. 

VI. Risk Assessment and Rehabilitation Programs This section details the risk assessment 
tools and rehabilitative programs utilized within the Tasmanian Corrections system. It outlines 
various programs and initiatives aimed at addressing specific criminogenic needs and reducing 
recidivism. 

VII. Challenges and Recommendations This section highlights challenges faced by the 
Tasmanian Corrections system, including accommodation issues for young offenders, lack of 
diversionary options, and the need for improved support services for individuals leaving prison. 
It offers recommendations for policy and practice improvements. 

Source 8: Excerpts from "29.-Engender-Equality.pdf" 
I. Women’s Incarceration: A Social Policy Failure This section argues that the rising 
incarceration rates among women signal a failure of public health and social policies to address 
the root causes of their offending. It calls for alternative approaches to support vulnerable 
women instead of resorting to imprisonment. 

II. Factors Contributing to Women’s Offending This section explores the factors driving 
women’s involvement in the justice system, highlighting the prevalence of non-violent offenses 
related to drug use, property crime, and experiences of family violence. 

III. Systemic Disadvantage and Trauma This section emphasizes the significant levels of 
abuse, economic hardship, and trauma experienced by incarcerated women, particularly First 
Nations women, individuals with disabilities, and those with mental health conditions. 

IV. The Intergenerational Impact of Incarceration This section highlights the negative effects 
of parental incarceration on children, arguing that it can perpetuate cycles of poverty and 
criminal justice involvement within families. 

V. Long-Term Damage of Imprisonment for Women This section argues that the stigma 
associated with imprisonment is particularly harmful for women, impacting their employment 
prospects, relationships, and overall reintegration into society. 



Source 9: Excerpts from "3.-Michael-Hill.pdf" 
I. Background and Advocacy for Change This section introduces Michael Hill's experience as a 
former Magistrate and his long-standing advocacy for reform within the Tasmanian criminal 
justice system. 

II. Critique of Traditional Sentencing Practices Hill critiques the limitations of traditional 
sentencing practices in addressing the root causes of crime. He argues that the current system 
fails to effectively protect the community and often exacerbates issues for individuals with 
mental health and substance abuse problems. 

III. The Problem-Solving Approach and Therapeutic Jurisprudence This section advocates for 
a problem-solving approach to justice, based on the principles of therapeutic jurisprudence, 
highlighting the success of drug treatment courts and other specialized courts in addressing 
specific needs. 

IV. Proposed Reforms for Tasmania Hill proposes the establishment of a dedicated "Treatment 
Court Division" within the Tasmanian Magistrates Court to formally recognize the importance of 
problem-solving approaches. He suggests specialized lists for various issues, including drug 
offenses, mental health, and family violence. 

V. Training and Resource Needs This section emphasizes the need for ongoing training for 
judicial officers and court staff in problem-solving approaches and therapeutic jurisprudence. It 
also highlights the importance of adequate funding and resources for treatment programs and 
support services. 

VI. The Youth Justice System Hill calls for reforms within the youth justice system, proposing a 
separate Youth Court and potentially a Youth Drug Court. He advocates for specialized judicial 
officers and support services tailored to the unique needs of young offenders. 

Source 10: Excerpts from "30.-Emeritus-Professor-Rob-White-
compressed.pdf" 
I. The Power of Language in the Prison System This section examines the specific language 
and vocabulary used within the prison system, highlighting its role in shaping prison life, social 
hierarchies, and individual identities. 

II. "Prison Talk" and its Impact on Identity This section explores the case study of “Peter,” 
demonstrating how the language of prison can become ingrained in an individual’s self-
perception and influence their interactions with the outside world even after release. 

III. The Lingering Effects of Prison Talk This section argues that “prison talk” can create a 
linguistic cage that hinders successful reintegration and reinforces negative stereotypes 
associated with incarceration. 

IV. Alternatives to Imprisonment This section advocates for alternatives to imprisonment, 
suggesting that reducing reliance on incarceration would diminish the power of “prison talk” 
and offer more effective paths to rehabilitation and community safety. 



Source 11: Excerpts from "32.-Associate-Professor-Anna-Erikson.pdf" 
I. Rethinking Prisoner Rehabilitation in Australia This section introduces the need to re-
evaluate and improve prisoner rehabilitation strategies within Australia. It examines the 
limitations of the current system and proposes drawing lessons from the Nordic model. 

II. Defining Rehabilitation This section clarifies the meaning and scope of rehabilitation within 
the context of prison reform, acknowledging the contested nature of the term and its historical 
misuse. It emphasizes a shift from “crime as a disease” to a more holistic understanding of 
rehabilitation. 

III. The Nordic Model: A Human Rights Approach This section contrasts the Nordic model of 
rehabilitation with the Australian system. It highlights the emphasis on human rights, 
normalization, and reintegration within the Nordic approach, contrasting it with the risk 
management focus prevalent in Australia. 

IV. Key Features of the Nordic Model This section delves into specific features of the Nordic 
model, including shorter sentences, open prisons, focus on education and employment, and 
robust support services for reintegration. It explores the policy implications and potential 
benefits of adopting similar approaches in Australia. 

Source 12: Excerpts from "33.-Tasmania-Legal-Aid.pdf" 
I. Supporting the Retention of Suspended Sentences This section advocates for the 
continued use of suspended sentences within the Tasmanian sentencing framework, arguing 
that it provides judicial officers with flexibility and promotes rehabilitation without resorting to 
imprisonment. 

II. The Benefits of Suspended Sentences This section outlines the positive aspects of 
suspended sentences, including fostering rehabilitation, preserving protective relationships, 
and avoiding the criminogenic effects of imprisonment, particularly for first-time and young 
offenders. 

III. Expanding the Scope of Drug Treatment Orders (DTOs) This section supports the use of 
DTOs but calls for expanding their applicability beyond drug-related offenses. It suggests 
including alcohol misuse and other addiction-related issues to address the root causes of 
offending behavior. 

Source 13: Excerpts from "34.-Civil-Liberties-Australia-Inc.pdf" 
I. Concerns about Forensic Science Service in Tasmania This section raises concerns about 
the lack of a truly independent and impartial forensic science service in Tasmania. It criticizes 
the administrative placement of FSST within the police force, questioning its impartiality and 
highlighting potential conflicts of interest. 

II. Lack of NATA Accreditation for Police Forensic Services This section criticizes the absence 
of appropriate NATA accreditation for Police Forensic Services (PFS) in Tasmania, contrasting it 
with other states and territories where accreditation is standard practice. It argues that this lack 
of accreditation raises concerns about the quality and reliability of forensic evidence. 

Source 14: Excerpts from "35.-Tasmanian-Greens.pdf" 
I. Inequitable Access to Drug Treatment Orders (DTOs) This section criticizes the 
inconsistency and potential bias in the referral and eligibility assessment process for DTOs in 



Tasmania. It argues that access to this evidence-based program should not be dependent on 
chance or personal circumstances. 

II. Advocating for a Specialized Drug Court This section supports the establishment of a 
specialized drug court in Tasmania, drawing upon research from the Tasmanian Law Reform 
Institute that highlights its potential to reduce recidivism, generate cost savings, and promote 
fairer access to treatment. 

Source 15: Excerpts from "36.-Bethlehem-House.pdf" 
I. The Importance of Reintegration Support for Ex-Offenders This section emphasizes the 
critical role of support services in facilitating the successful reintegration of ex-offenders into 
the community. It advocates for individualized support plans addressing specific needs like 
housing, addiction recovery, employment, and mental health care. 

II. Case Study: Trauma and Recidivism This section presents the case study of “Jim,” 
illustrating the impact of childhood trauma and subsequent negative experiences within the 
justice system on an individual’s life trajectory. It highlights the link between trauma, 
institutional violence, and recidivism. 

Source 16: Excerpts from "42.-Anthony-Bull.pdf" 
I. Personal Experience Within the Justice System This section provides Anthony Bull's 
personal account of his experiences as a ward of the state in youth detention centers and as an 
inmate in Risdon Prison. It emphasizes the impact of institutional environments on his self-
perception and future offending. 

II. Decline of Rehabilitative Programs in Prison This section contrasts the prison system of the 
early 1980s, which offered a wider range of rehabilitative programs and work opportunities, with 
the current system that Bull perceives as lacking in meaningful activities and opportunities for 
personal growth. 

Source 17: Excerpts from "44.-Justice-Reform-Initiative.pdf" 
I. The Need for Public Health Approaches to Drug Use This section advocates for a shift away 
from criminalizing drug use and towards a public health approach. It emphasizes the need to 
address drug addiction as a health issue rather than solely through punitive measures. 

II. Supporting Organizations in Tasmania This section provides a directory of organizations in 
Tasmania that offer specialized support services for individuals impacted by the justice system. 
It outlines their specific areas of focus, including housing, legal aid, reintegration support, and 
youth development. 

III. Focus Group and Survey Results The appendices present data collected through focus 
groups and surveys related to various aspects of the Tasmanian justice system. It includes 
findings on factors influencing incarceration rates, the effectiveness of rehabilitative strategies, 
and the provision of services for individuals in prison and upon release. 

Source 18: Excerpts from "45.-Brain-Injury-Assoc-of-Tasmania.pdf" 
I. Supporting the Magistrate’s Court Diversion List This section advocates for the Magistrate's 
Court Diversion List, highlighting its positive impact on individuals with mental health and 
cognitive disabilities. 



II. Inclusion of Brain Injury in the Diversion List This section celebrates the successful 
inclusion of individuals with brain injury and other cognitive impairments within the Diversion 
List following advocacy efforts by the Brain Injury Association of Tasmania. It emphasizes the 
importance of addressing the specific needs of this population within the justice system. 

Source 19: Excerpts from "57.-Onesimus-Foundation.pdf" 
I. Transforming Singapore’s Prison System This section highlights the successful 
transformation of the Singapore Prison Service (SPS) towards a more rehabilitative and 
reintegration-focused approach. It traces the development and implementation of a new vision 
for SPS, emphasizing the importance of stakeholder engagement and leadership buy-in. 

II. Key Initiatives and Programs This section outlines specific initiatives and programs 
implemented by SPS to support inmate rehabilitation and community reintegration, including 
family support programs, skills training, and the Yellow Ribbon Project focused on community 
engagement and reducing stigma. 

Source 20: Excerpts from "58.-Mental-Health-Council-of-Tasmania.pdf" 
I. Recognizing Individuals with Mental Illness as Vulnerable This section calls for the 
recognition of people with mental illness as a vulnerable group within the Tasmanian justice 
system. It highlights the need for specific supports and services to address their unique needs 
and vulnerabilities. 

II. Advocating for a Trauma-Informed Approach This section emphasizes the importance of 
adopting a trauma-informed approach throughout the Tasmanian prison system. It argues that 
this approach should be embedded in policies, training, and practices to ensure the safety and 
well-being of individuals who have experienced trauma. 

III. Culturally Safe and Responsive Services This section advocates for the development of 
culturally safe and responsive services within the justice system, particularly for Tasmanian 
Aboriginal individuals, those from culturally and linguistically diverse backgrounds, and 
LGBTIQ+ people. 

Source 21: Excerpts from "60.-TasCOSS.pdf" 
I. Reducing Youth Contact with the Justice System This section focuses on strategies to 
minimize youth involvement in the Tasmanian criminal justice system. It highlights the 
limitations of existing diversionary options and proposes reforms inspired by the New Zealand 
youth justice model. 

II. Decriminalizing Personal Drug Use This section advocates for the decriminalization of 
personal drug use in Tasmania, arguing that this policy shift would reduce the harms associated 
with criminalization and allow for a more health-focused approach to substance abuse. 

Source 22: Excerpts from "63.-Community-Legal-Centres-Tas-and-
JusTas.pdf" 
I. Evaluating the Success of Rehabilitation and Reintegration Efforts This section examines 
the effectiveness of Tasmanian Corrections’ rehabilitation and reintegration goals, drawing 
upon data on the Australian prison population and highlighting the systemic disadvantages 
faced by incarcerated individuals. 



II. Addressing the Prevalence of Substance Abuse This section highlights the significant issue 
of substance abuse within the Tasmanian prison population, citing research and statistics that 
demonstrate the link between drug and alcohol use and offending behavior. It calls for 
increased investment in treatment and support services to address these needs. 

Source 23: Excerpts from "67.-United-Workers-Union.pdf" 
I. Challenges Facing the Tasmanian Prison Service (TPS) This section outlines concerns 
raised by United Workers Union members regarding the operational challenges and staff well-
being within the TPS. It highlights issues such as chronic understaffing, inadequate resources, 
and safety concerns for correctional officers. 

II. Recommendations for Improvement This section presents specific recommendations for 
improving the TPS, including increased funding, improved recruitment and training processes, 
implementation of a holistic approach to staff well-being, and strengthened governance and 
risk management procedures. 

Source 24: Excerpts from "7.-Martyn-Goddard.pdf" 
I. Examining Tasmania’s Rising Incarceration Rates This section analyzes the trend of rising 
incarceration rates in Tasmania, comparing it to other Australian states and highlighting its 
increasing punitiveness. It presents statistical data illustrating the growth in prisoner numbers 
and its divergence from overall offender numbers. 

II. Exploring Alternatives to Imprisonment This section contrasts the Tasmanian approach 
with alternative models, particularly those found in Scandinavian countries like Denmark. It 
emphasizes the use of open prisons, community-based interventions, and a focus on 
rehabilitation and reintegration in these successful models. 

III. Highlighting the Effectiveness of Nordic Approaches This section delves into the positive 
outcomes achieved by Nordic countries, particularly Denmark, through their alternative justice 
practices. It demonstrates their effectiveness in reducing recidivism, promoting community 
safety, and achieving lower incarceration rates while maintaining a focus on human rights. 

 


